June 28, 1999

While the legislation passed by the Senate
requires the FCC to report on methods of fa-
cilitating ‘‘local into local’’, we believe there
should be a more focused effort towards the
goal of implementing ‘‘local into local” as
soon as technically possible. To this end, we
support the creation of a Local Television
Planning Group that would make rec-
ommendations to Congress to ensure that all
local television signals are retransmitted by
appropriate technologies as soon as prac-
ticable. This Planning Group should be con-
vened under the auspices of the National
Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration (NTIA), and should include rep-
resentative local broadcasters and knowl-
edgeable senior staff drawn from relevant
federal agencies such as the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, the Department of
Justice, and agencies within the Department
of Agriculture that specialize in providing
services to rural America. We believe this is
a workable approach that ensures no por-
tions of America are left out of the informa-
tion age.

Thank you for your consideration. We look
forward to working with you on this impor-
tant issue for rural Americans.

Sincerely,

Max Baucus, Tom Daschle, Tim Johnson,
Harry Reid, Larry E. Craig, Chuck
Grassley, Jim Bunning, Pat Roberts,
Bob Smith, Craig Thomas, Bob Kerrey,
Tom Harkin, Paul Wellstone, Byron L.
Dorgan, Jim Inhofe, Wayne Allard,
James M. Jeffords, Michael B. Enzi,
Susan Collins, Michael Crapo, Rod
Grams, Frank H. Murkowski, Thad
Cochran, Ron Wyden.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent—and this has been
cleared on both sides—that we con-
tinue in morning business until the
hour of 3 p.m., with the time equally
divided between both sides.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative assistant proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, as a
member of the Energy Committee and
the Governmental Affairs Committee
where I am ranking member on the
International Security, Proliferation
and Federal Services Subcommittee, I
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have benefited from numerous brief-
ings and extensive hearings on the
issues raised in the House select com-
mittee’s Report on U.S. National Secu-
rity and Military/Commercial Concerns
With the People’s Republic of China.
Representative CoxX and Representative
DICcKs and their colleagues on the
House select committee have done the
country a great national service in pro-
ducing the report.

The bipartisan manner in which they
conducted their analysis is an example
to us all of the importance of placing
bipartisanship above political interests
for the sake of national security.

I was dismayed, as other Members
have been, by the extent of Chinese es-
pionage efforts exposed in the commit-
tee’s report. I wish we could say that
American efforts and commitment to
countering Chinese espionage were as
relentless and as persistent as their on-
going efforts to acquire information
from us.

Importantly, the President and the
entire administration have taken
major steps to reform our security at
the national nuclear weapons labora-
tories and to improve our counterintel-
ligence capability. Many of these
changes were ordered by the President
in February 1998 well before the House
Select Committee was formed.

Additional measures were taken dur-
ing the committee’s review as the ex-
tent of Chinese espionage became ap-
parent.

Let me make two cautionary state-
ments:

There is a great deal of discussion
now in Washington as to whom to
blame for the security lapses. There is
the usual round of finger-pointing and
calls for this or that person to resign.

We should not spend all of our time
searching for scapegoats. Only our ad-
versaries take solace when we turn on
ourselves and become distracted by
partisan squabbling. Let us instead
focus our attention on improving our
security and rooting out those guilty
of betraying America.

Secondly, let us not sacrifice our ef-
forts to build a constructive relation-
ship with the Chinese people because of
our justifiable anger at their govern-
ment’s espionage.

Much of what has occurred is to our
embarrassment for not being more
vigilant.

We need to engage China. We have
issues and problems that can only be
resolved by cooperation. These include
bread and butter issues such as reduc-
ing our trade deficit and improving
market accessibility for American
goods. They include global issues such
as global warming and the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction.

The Select Committee’s report indi-
cates that, despite international com-
mitments to the contrary, China con-
tinues to proliferate weapons of mass
destruction.

To convince China to cooperate with
us in ending the threat of proliferation
we will need to engage China.
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Our foreign visitor’s program at the
national laboratories has provided us
with one opportunity to engage the
Chinese on issues such as improving ex-
port controls. With enhanced restric-
tions, these programs should continue.
it is our openness to the best scientific
minds which aids America in keeping
its intellectual edge sharp on the fron-
tiers of science.

But engagement is not a one-way
street.

China needs to demonstrate that it
wants to and can engage the United
States in a constructive and coopera-
tive manner.

China can choose to swamp us either
with spies or with friends. The choice
is theirs.

There is a sense in the country from
the revelations contained in the Cox
Committee report that the Chinese
have ‘‘poisoned the well”’ of relations
between the United States and China.
The report observes that ‘“the PRC uses
a variety of techniques, including espi-
onage, controlled commercial entities,
and a network of individuals and orga-
nizations that engage in a vast array of
contacts with scientists, business peo-
ple, and academics.”

The report further charges that there
are an increasing number of Chinese
“front companies’ in the United States
attempting to gain access to our tech-
nology and national security secrets.
China seems to be almost unchecked in
its efforts to gain information on the
United States.

This view has two detrimental ef-
fects. The first effect is on the overall
perception of the benefits of relations
with China.

On June 3, the President took the
correct step of renewing normal trade
relations with China. But it was a step
that China needs to match. With a
growing trade imbalance of $57 billion
in 1998 out of a total trade of $85.4 bil-
lion, China is our fourth largest trad-
ing partner. We are also the third larg-
est foreign investor in China. During
the Asian financial crisis, American
trade with China played a substantial
role in keeping the Chinese economy
afloat as Chinese exports to the U.S.
grew even as Chinese exports to other
nations fell. The lesson for China is
that we are too important for them to
ignore. The lesson for us is that China
has become too big for us to ignore.

A step in the right direction for both
countries is to achieve an agreement
on conditions for China’s entry into
the World Trade Organization. Chinese
participation in this international
body would be a major leap forward
into integrating China in the world
economy. Conditions that permit more
access for American goods and protec-
tion for American investment in China
would help accelerate the moderniza-
tion of the Chinese economy.

I think the battle within China over
whether or not to participate in the
international economy has been won
by the advocates of modernization led
by President Jiang Zemin and Premier
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